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1. 



Serial No. 09/631,424 



Serial No. 09/633,497 



1 . A voice web browser 
system cximprising: 
a plurality of touch-tone telephones 
capable of producing DTMF signals; 



a remote access system coupled to 
a TCP/IP network, said TCP/IP network 
comprising a plurality of nodes, said TCP/IP 
network providing access to web pages 
stored on computer systems coupled to said 
TCP/IP network, said web pages comprising 
HTML code that can be transmitted via 
TCP/IP packets to said access system over 
said TCP/IP network, said access system 
being able to receive said TCP/IP packets 
and to parse said HTML code into text and 
non-text portions; 

a speech recognition system 
responsive to spoken commands from said 
telephone users and operative to provide 
voice commands to said access system; 

a public telephone system coupling 
said plurality of telephones to said access 
system for interactive communication with 
said access system through one or more 
telephone switch offices such that at least 
one of said DTMF signals and voice 
commands can be used to navigate among 
said web pages to a selected web page for a 
plurality of users of said plurality of 
telephones after a user of a touch-tone 
telephone is granted pemriission to use such 
functionality; 

a security system requiring at least a 
password to grant said user permission; and 

a text-to-speech system associated 
with said access system for reading at least 
some of said text portions to at least one of 
said plurality of users of said selected web 
page. 



1 . A voice web browser system comprising: 
a telephone; 



an access system coupled to a 
TCP/IP network, said TCP/IP network 
comprising a plurality of nodes, said TCP/IP 
network providing access to web pages stored 
on computer systems coupled to said TCP/IP 
network, said web pages, comprising HTML 
code that can be transmitted via TCP/IP 
packets to said access system over said 
TCP/IP network, said access system being 
able to receive said TCP/IP packets and to 
parse said HTML code into text and non-text 
portions, said access system utilizing the 
functionality of a customized web browser 
which is customized by a plug-in to navigate 
among said web pages; 



a telephone system coupling said 
telephone to said access system for 
interactive communication with said access 
system; and 



a text-to-speech system associated 
with said access system for reading at least 
some of said text to a user of said telephone. 



2. A voice web browser system as 
recited in claim 1 wherein said telephone is a 
touch-tone telephone, and wherein said 
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access system can be provided with 
commands in the fomn of DTMF signals. 



3. A voice web browser system as 
recited in claim 1 further comprising a speech 
recognition system responsive to spoken 
commands from said telephone user and 
operative to provide operational commands to 
said access system. 



4. A voice web browser system as recited 
in claim 1 wherein said access system 
consists of a unitary computer system. 



5. A voice web browser system as 
recited in claim 1 wherein said access 
system comprises an interi'ace computer 
system coupled to said plurality of telephone 
users by said telephone system, and a 
server coupling said interi'ace computer to 
said TCP/IP network. 



6. A voice web browser system as 
recited in claim 1 wherein said access 
system is responsive to commands from 
said plurality of telephone users for 
navigating both within web pages and 
between web pages of said TCP/IP network. 



7. A computer implemented 
process for obtaining web page and e-mail 
infomiation over a TCP/IP network 
comprising: 

implementing a connection of a 
plurality of telephone users via a public 
telephone system including at least one 
telephone switch office to an access system 
that is coupled to a TCP/IP network; 

requiring at least a password to 
grant a user of a telephone pemiission 
utilize the functionality of said access 
system; 



4. A voice web browser system 
as recited in claim 1 wherein said access 
system consists of a unitary computer 
system. 



5. A voice web browser system as 
recited in claim 1 wherein said access system 
comprises an interface computer system 
coupled to said telephone user by said 
telephone system, and a server system 
coupling said interface computer system to 
said TCP/IP network. 



6. A voice web browser as recited in 
claim 1 wherein said access system is 
responsive to commands from said telephone 
user for navigating both within a web page 
and between web pages of said TCP/IP 
network. 



7. A computer implemented process 
for obtaining web page information over a 
TCP/IP network comprising: 



implementing a connection of a 
telephone user to an access system that is 
coupled to a TCP/IP network; 



making an initial verbal 
communication to said user including at 
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least providing a plurality of options including 
at least a network browsing option and an 
e-mail option; 

if a network browsing option is 
selected, detecting a selection of navigation 
commands by at least one of voice and 
DTMF commands made by said telephone 
users to access web pages accessible over 
said TCP/IP network; and 

if a network browsing option is 
selected, navigating over said TCP/IP 
network to said web pages in response to 
said navigation command, resulting in verbal 
communication of at least some information 
derivable from said web pages to said user. 



detecting a selection of at least one 
navigation command by said telephone user 
to access a web page accessible over said 
TCP/IP network; and 



navigating utilizing the functionality of 
a customized web browser which is 
customized by a plug-in over said TCP/IP 
network to said web page in response to said 
navigation command, resulting in a verbal 
communication of at least some infomnation 
derivable from said web page to said 
telephone user. 



8. A computer implemented process 
as recited in claim 7 further comprising 
making an initial verbal contact with said 
telephone user after implementing a 
connection. 



9. A computer implemented 
process as recited in claim 8 wherein said 
initial verbal contact includes providing a 
plurality of options to the telephone user. 



10. A computer implemented 
process as recited in claim 7 wherein said 
plurality of options includes navigating the 
TCP/IP network and at least one of the 
sending of e-mail to others and receiving of 
e-mail from others. 

11. A computer implemented 
process as recited in claim 10 wherein said 
plurality of options further includes creating a 
web page on said TCP/IP network. 



12. A computer readable media 
encoded with the computer implemented 
process of claim 7. 



13. A voice web browser 



10. A computer implemented 
process as recited in claim 9 wherein said 
plurality of options includes navigating the 
TCP/IP network and the sending or receiving 
of e-mail. 



11. A computer implemented 
process as recited in claim 10 wherein said 
plurality of options further includes creating a 
web page on said TCP/IP network. 



12. A computer readable media 
encoded with the computer implemented 
process of claim 7. 



13. A voice web browser 
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compnsing: 

cx}nnection means including a public 
telephone system including at least one 
telephone switch office for implementing 
connections of a plurality of touch-tone 
telephone users to an access system that is 
coupled to a TCP/IP network; 

means requiring at least a 
password to grant a user of a touch tone 
telephone permission utilize the 
functionality of said access system; 

means for detecting a selection of 
navigation commands in the fomi of at least 
one of a voice and a DTMF command by 
said telephone users to access web pages 
accessible over said TCP/IP network; and 

means for navigating over said 
TCP/IP network to said web pages in 
response to said navigation commands, 
resulting in a verbal communication of at 
least some infomriation derivable from said 
web pages to said plurality of telephone 
users. 



compnsing: 

connection means for implementing 
a connection of a telephone user to an 
access system that is coupled to a TCP/IP 
network; 



means for detecting a selection of at 
least one navigation command by said 
telephone user to access a web page 
accessible over said TCP/IP network; and 



means for navigating utilizing the 
functionality of a customized web browser 
over said TCP/IP network to said web page 
in, response to said navigation command, 
resulting in a verbal communication of at 
least some infomnation derivable from said 
web page to said telephone user; means for 
estimating a download time for said web 
page; 



means for selecting at least one 
advertisement based on the estimated 
download time; and 

means for playing said selected 
advertisements with downloading said web 
page. 

14. A voice web browser as recited in 
claim 13 further comprising means for making 
an initial verbal contact with said telephone 
user after implementing a connection. 



15. A voice web browser as recited 
in daim 13 wherein said means for making 
initial verbal contacts includes means for 
providing a plurality of options to the 
telephone users. 



16. A voice web browser as recited 
in daim 13 further comprising means for 



15. A voice web browser as recited in 
claim 13 wherein said means for making an 
initial verbal contact indudes means for 
providing a plurality of options to the 
telephone user. 



16. A voice web browser as 
recited in claim 12 further comprising means 
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creating a web page accessible via said 
TCP/IP network. 

17. A method for retrieving 
e-mail that was sent over a TCP/IP network 
comprising: 

calling from a user touch-tone 
telephone via a public telephone system 
including at least one telephone switch office 
to an access computer coupled to a TCP/IP 
network; 

providing at least one of a user 
identification and a password to said access 
computer by at least one of user ID, voice 
communication, and DTMF signals; 

retrieving e-mail via said access 
computer that was sent over said TCP/IP 
network and addressed to said user; and 

reading said e-mail to said user of 
said user telephone utilizing a text-to-speech 
system. 



18. A method for retrieving e-mail 
as recited in claim 17 further comprising 
providing at least one command to said 
access computer via at least one of a voice 
and a DTMF command developed by said 
user telephone. 

1 9. A computer readable media 
encoded with software instructions and data 
to implement the method of claim 17. 



20. A system for retrieving e-mail 
that was sent over a TCP/IP network 
comprising: 

an access computer means coupled 
to a TCP/IP network, said access computer 
means being accessible by a user via a user 
touch-tone telephone which communicates 
with said access computer means via a 
public telephone system including at least 
one telephone switch office; 

DTMF signals for providing at least 
one of user identification and a password to 



for creating a web page accessible via said 
TCP/IP networic. 

1 7. (amended) A method for 
retrieving e-mail that was sent over a TCP/IP 
network comprising: 

calling from a user telephone 
through at least one publicly accessible 
telephone switch office to an access 
computer coupled to a TCP/IP network; 



providing user identification and a 
password.to said access computer; 



retrieving e-mail via said access 
computer that was sent over said TCP/IP 
network and addressed to said user; and 

reading said e-mail to said user of 
said user telephone utilizing a text-to-speech 
system. 



18. A method for retrieving e-mail as recited 
in claim 17 further comprising providing at least 
one command to said access computer via a 
DTMF signal developed by said user telephone. 



1 9. A computer readable media 
encoded with software instructions and data to 
implement the method of claim 17. 



20. A system for retrieving e-mail 
that was sent over a TCP/IP network 
comprising: 

an access computer means coupled 
to a TCP/IP network, said access computer 
means being accessible by a user via a user 
telephone; 



means for providing user identification 
to said access computer means; 
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said access computer means; 

means for retrieving e-mail via said 
access computer means that was sent over 
said TCP/IP network and addressed to said 
user; and means for reading said e-mail to 
said user of said user telephone. 



means for retrieving e-mail via said 
access computer means that was sent over 
said TCP/IP network and addressed to said 
user; and means for reading said e-mail to 
said user of said user telephone. 



21 . A voice web browser as 
recited in claim 1 wherein at least one of 
DTMF and voice recognition can be used to 
interact with said selected web page by said 
user. 

22. A voice web browser system 
comprising: 

a plurality of touch-tone telephones 
capable of producing DTMF signals; 

a remote access system coupled to a 
TCP/IP network, said TCP/IP network 
comprising a plurality of nodes said 
TCP/IP network providing access to web 
pages stored on computer systems 
coupled to said TCP/IP network, said 
web pastes comprising HTML code that 
can be transmitted via TCP/IP packets 
to said access system over said TCP/IP 
network, said access system being able 
to receive said TCP/IP packets and to 
parse said HTML code into text and 
non-text portions; 

a speech recognition system 
responsive to spoken commands from said 
telephone users and operative to provide 
voice commands to said access system; 

a public telephone system coupling said 
plurality of telephones to said access 
system for interactive communication 
with said access system through one or 
more telephone switch offices such that 
at least one of said DTMF signals and 
voice commands can be used to 
navigate among said web pages to a 
selected web page for a plurality of 
users of said plurality of telephones after 
a user of a touch-tone telephone is 
granted permission to use such 
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functionality; 

a security system requiring at least 
a password to grant said user 
permission: 

and 

a text-to-speech system associated 
with said access system for reading at least 
some of said text portions to at least one of 
said plurality of users of said selected web 
page; 

wherein at least one of DTMF and 
voice recognition can be used to interact 
with said selected web page by said user, 
and wherein said interaction with said 
selected web page includes the entry of data 
into a data field of said selected web page. 

23. A computer implemented 
process as recited in claim 7 further 
comprising using at least one of DTMF and 
voice recognition to allow said user to 
interact with said selected web page. 

24. A computer implemented 
process wherein for obtaining web page 
infomnation over a TCP/IP network 
comprising: 

implementing a connection of a 
plurality of telephone users via a public 
telephone system including at least one 
telephone switch office to an access system 
that is coupled to a TCP/IP network; 

requiring at least a password to 
grant a user of a telephone pemiission 
utilize the functionality of said access 
system; 

making an initial verbal 
communication to said user including at 
least providing a plurality of options: 

detecting a selection of navigation 
commands by at least one of voice and 
DTMF commands made by said telephone 
users to access web pages accessible over 
said TCP/IP network: 

navigating over said TCP/IP network 
to said web pages in response to said 
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navigation command, resulting in verbal 
communication of at least some information 
derivable from said web pages to said user: 
and 

using at least one of DTMF and 
voice recognition to allow said user to 
interact with said selected web page 
including allowing the user to enter data into 
a data field of said selected web page. 

25. A method for retrieving e-mail 
that was sent over a TCP/IP network 
comprising: 

calling from a user touch-tone 
telephone via a public telephone system 
including at least one telephone switch office 
to an access computer coupled to a TCP/IP 
network; 

providing at least one of a user 
Identification and a password to said access 
computer by at least one of user ID, voice 
communication, and DTMF signals; 

retrieving e-mail via said access 
computer that was sent over said TCP/IP 
network and addressed to said user; and 

reading said e-mail to said user of 
said user telephone utilizing a 
text-to-speech system. 

entering a new e-mail message via 
at least one of voice recognition and DTMF 
signals; and 

sending said new e-mail message 
to a recipient via said TCP/IP network. 



2. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent 
and to prevent possible harassnnent by multiple assignees. See In re Goodman, 1 1 
F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 
USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 
1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438. 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970);and, In re Thorington, 
418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 
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A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .321(c) may be 
used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double 
patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent is shown to be commonly 
owned with this application. See 37 CFR 1 .130(b). 

Effective January 1 , 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a 
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 
37 CFR 3.73(b). 

3. Claims 17-20 are provisionally rejected under the judicially created doctrine of 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 17-20 of 
copending Application No. 09/633,497 in view of Rhie et al. 

This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection. 

Please see the claims comparison between the U. S. Pat. App. #. 09/631 ,424 
and 09/633,497 in attached Appendix. The difference between the U. S. Pat. App. #. 
09/631,424 and 09/633,497 Is using the DTMF signal for providing the password for 
retrieving the E-mail. Rhie et al disclose a method for accessing and browsing the 
internet through the use of a telephone comprising the DTMF signal for providing the 
password for retrieving the E. mail (col. 2, line 61 through line 30, col. 3). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to use DTMF signal for providing the 
password for retrieving the E. mail as taught by Rhie et al in order for accessing and 
retrieving information from an interconnected networks such as internet via telephone in 
response to the user's request and for delivering the information. 



4. Claims 1,4-7,10-13,15,16,21-25 allowed. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AJIT G. PATEL whose telephone number Is 571-272- 
3140. The examiner can normally be reached on MONDAY-THURSDAY. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wellington Chin can be reached on 571-272-3134. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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